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WorldSpace, USAID, Africare Program
Employs Satellite and Digital Radios
To Combat HIV/AIDS in Africa
Africare, the WorldSpace Foundation and the U.S.

Agency for International Development have partnered

to provide large numbers of people in Africa with

HIV/AIDS-prevention information. The information will

be transmitted via WorldSpace’s satellite technology,

AfriStar, and received by digital radios distributed to par-

ticipant communities through Africare field offices. The

pilot phase of the program will be launched on World

Health Day, April 7, 2002, in Uganda and Zambia.
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Habari means news!
“Habari yako” in

Kiswahili, translated 
literally, means 
“How are you? 

What is your news?”

Africare Assists
Victims of Nigeria
Explosions

O
n Jan. 27, 2002, in the

Ikeja district of Lagos,

Nigeria, fire struck a mili-

tary arsenal, exploding shells, bombs

and rockets off and on over a 24-hour

period—and sending thousands of

area residents into flight for their lives.

More than 600 civilians died. “The

biggest loss of life,” reported the BBC,

“occurred when hundreds of people

fleeing the area ran into a canal and

drowned.” More than 1,000 people,

mainly children between the ages of 4

and 11 years, remained missing sever-

al days after the blasts. Some 10,000

people were left destitute, their homes

having been destroyed.

In collaboration with other assistance

agencies, which are addressing emer-

gency food and health-care needs,

Africare is equipping the Ikeja victims

now in emergency shelters with blankets,

eating and cooking utensils, kerosene

stoves, lanterns and flashlights. These

resources are also helping the homeless

to resettle.

To contribute to the Ikeja Relief Fund,

use the donation envelope in this

newsletter or visit Africare’s Web site at

www.africare.org.

igital radio technology has the advantage of reaching

millions of people,” states Clarence Hall, Dr.P.H.,

Africare’s director of HIV/AIDS programs, “and we

expect that the clear quality of digital broadcasting, combined

with relevant and captivating messages, will enhance the audi-

ences’ reception.”

During the two-year pilot, the WorldSpace Foundation will

produce monthly, one-hour programs on a variety of topics,

including AIDS Prevention Through Behavior Change, Children

Affected by AIDS, Health and Nutrition, Voluntary Counseling

and Testing, Home-Based Care, and Sexual Violence Against

(Continued on page 5)

“D

H
AB

A
R
I

Africare • Africare House • 440 R Street, N.W. • Washington, D.C. 20001-1935 • U.S.A.
Telephone: (202) 462-3614 • Fax: (202) 387-1034 • Web site: www.africare.org

Photo by Sheila McKinnon



.......................
Africare works to improve the quality of

life in Africa—assisting families, villages

and nations Africa-wide with programs in pri-

vate-sector development and governance,

food security and agriculture, health and

HIV/AIDS, and emergency humanitarian aid.

Africare was founded in 1971. Today,

Africare supports more than 150 programs

in 26 nations in every major region of

Africa. In the United States, Africare builds

understanding of African development

through public education and outreach.

Africare is a charitable institution under

Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue

Code. Africare’s financial support comes from

charitable foundations, multinational corpo-

rations and small businesses, the religious

community, other private organizations, the

U.S. government, foreign governments, inter-

national agencies and thousands of individu-

als. Africare is a member of International

Service Agencies (ISA), a part of the

Combined Federal Campaign and many cor-

porate as well as state and local government

workplace drives. Gifts to Africare are tax-

deductible to the extent provided by U.S. law.

Africare has its headquarters in

Washington, D.C., with field offices in 25

African countries.

“Habari” is published twice a year by

Africare and is available to the public at no

charge. Requests for additional copies of the

newsletter as well as questions, comments

and other feedback may be directed to:

Communications Office
Africare
Africare House
440 R Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20001-1935
U.S.A.

Telephone: (202) 462-3614
Web site: www.africare.org

Copyright 2002, Africare. All rights reserved.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

The tragic events of the Sept. 11, 2001, shattered our sense of

national security and focused our attention, and rightly so, on

the need to stop terrorist attacks both at home and abroad. 

We must keep focused on that goal. Yet we must also enlarge

our focus and our hearts.

Perhaps you share with me a great admiration for the

response of children throughout the United States to the plea,

made by President Bush last fall, to send in a dollar apiece for

America’s Fund for Afghan Children: children ravaged by

poverty, disease and the effects of chronic war. “That suffering,”

Bush said, “provides us with a task.” Thousands of American

children sent in their dollars. That was a stunning response!

And it suggests the possibility of another kind of plea, not for dollars, but for 

tolerance. A plea for Americans of all stripes to go out and get to know people of other

colors or cultures or religions. It’s not good enough to know just a couple of people of a

different color, or a couple of people from a different country or a different religion. We

must start practicing tolerance now. We don’t have to love another person’s music,

another person’s dress, another person’s food—but we have to respect his or her culture.

That is tolerance. That is our task. That is one of the great opportunities of our time.

We at Africare have other great opportunities, too. Opportunities to stand behind the

people of Africa in stopping the devastation of HIV/AIDS. Opportunities to bring med-

ical care to remote rural areas of Africa, where no health resources currently exist—

where 20 percent of the children die before their fifth birthdays. Opportunities to give

all Africans access to clean drinking water. Opportunities to stamp out illiteracy.

Opportunities to eradicate hunger. Opportunities to reduce poverty through means

ranging from small-enterprise training and the provision of credit to NGO development

and civil-society strengthening.

In his award acceptance speech at the 2001 Africare Bishop Walker Dinner (see page

8), Dr. Louis W. Sullivan spoke of his “good fortune in coming under the influence of

the late Dr. Benjamin Elijah Mays, during my years as a student at Morehouse College.

Dr. Mays urged his students ‘to reach for the stars, to grasp at the moon, to dream big

dreams and then work hard to make them come true.’ Dr. Mays told us, ‘To fail to reach

your goals is not a sin; rather, low aim in life is a

tragedy.’”

As you join other Americans in the quest for toler-

ance and peace, please join Africare, too, in our big

dreams and our hard work for a thriving Africa.

C. Payne Lucas

President, Africare
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We don’t have to

love another person’s

music…dress…food

—but we have 

to respect his or 

her culture. That 

is tolerance. 

That is our task.

2 ` Habari Winter/Spring 2002  ` Africare





















For More
Information About
Giving to Africare

For more information about

giving to Africare—an 

individual gift, a corporate or

foundation grant, a community 

or school drive, planned giving

and more—please contact the 

Africare Development Office,

Africare, 440 R Street, N.W.,

Washington, D.C. 20001-1935,

U.S.A.; (202) 328-5346;

development@africare.org.
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”

“As I traveled throughout Africa this past May, I asked young Africans… to imagine their 

world and their continent 20 years from now. I asked them to imagine an Africa of vibrant

democracies, from the Sahel to the Cape, from the Western rainforests to the Eastern savannah,

and every place in between. I asked them to imagine an Africa of economies thriving in global

markets that stretch from Pretoria to Paris, from Nairobi to New York, from Timbuktu to Tokyo. I

asked these young people to imagine a continent where people have access to decent schools

and medical facilities, to safe drinking water, to good roads and railways, to electricity and to the

Internet. I asked them to imagine a continent of nations at peace within their borders and with

their neighbors. The 20-year-olds I spoke to could be living in such an Africa in 20 years time.

It is possible. But the actions we all take now will go far in determining whether this new 

generation will ever see such a future.”

—Secretary of State Colin L. Powell
Excerpt from the keynote speech at the Africare Bishop Walker Dinner 

in Washington, D.C., Nov. 6, 2001


